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FAULKNER ANNOUNCES PUBLIC CONSULTATION FOR 
SIX ARCTIC WILDERNESS AREAS IN NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 


el 


PC 78/1 YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. (January 23, 1978) -- Hon. Hugh. Faulkner, 


Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, today announced that 





Parks Canada is about to begin a period of public consultation 
regarding wilderness areas in the Arctic. The purpose would be to 
assess the feasibility of setting aside six new areas in the 

Yukon and Northwest Territories as reserves for future national 
parks. 

Mr. Faulkner said that discussions will be held with al- 
interested parties including Native groups, Territorial Governmen.-, 
special interest groups, local residents and the general public. 

The proposed areas are on Bathurst Inlet, Wager Bay, Ellesmere 


Island, the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula, Banks Island, and in the Northern 





Yukon. 


Mr. Faulkner said the areas identified for discussions 





provide excellent representation of the natural and cultural 
heritage values of the different Arctic regions in which they are 


located. They all have distinctive natural values to meet criteria 


y | 


for national parks. They are also areas where competing resource 
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interests are minimal, or not likely to be insurmountable. 
"All are spectacular wilderness areas, and would be preserved 


"said the Minister. "The wilderness values of 


in that state, 
the land and its wildlife, and their importance to the Indian and 
Inuit people, would be respected within any potential national 
park. Native people who have traditionally used the lands for 
hunting, fishing and trapping would be able to continue to do so," 


he underlined. 











The Northern Yukon area being studied by Parks Canada includes | | 
more than half of the total land area which Mr. Justice Thomas 
Berger recommended as a national wilderness park in his report of 
the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry. Mr. Berger urged the 
immediate withdrawal of all land between the Alaska-Yukon border 


oad the Yukon-Northwest Territories border from the Porcupine 





<q Ter northward to the coast, including Herschel [Island and al’ 
other islands adjoining the coast. 
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The area being studied by Parks Canada includes the Old Crow 
Flats, the British Mountains and the Firth River and its watershed, 
the coastal plain and Herschel Island. 

I should say that the area of interest identified by Parks 
Canada is in fact the minimum necessary to preserve the values of the 
Northern Yukon. I am receptive to the possibility of accommodating 
a much larger area for preservation along the lines recommended by 
Mr. Justice Berger. 

I recognize that it will not be possible to include the entire 
range of the Porcupine Caribou Herd. I would be glad to consider 
other means of protecting the remaining area. Here in the North we 
must be open to new concepts of wilderness protection. This wilderness 
area could be the first step. 

Mr. Faulkner said he would be prepared to consider the early 
withdrawal of land in any of the Northern areas under study if 
there is support for such action during the public consultation 
which will begin next month. "Mr. Justice Berger has reminded us 
that wilderness is a non-renewable resource and I am prepared to 
act promptly to reserve these areas. I also believe that the people 
of the North, and of the rest of Canada, should have an 
opportunity to express their views." 

Mr. Faulkner emphasized that the proposed reservation of lands 
in the North would not prejudice the outcome of Indian and Inuit 
land claims. The consultation will proceed in concert with the 
negotiation of native land claims. In particular, he said the 
government recognizes that the establishment of park reserves must 
be reconciled with the claims of Native people to traditional lands. 

"It is my hope that the establishment of these wilderness areas 
in the North could be achieved in such a way as to complement and 
reinforce the aspirations of Native people and the objectives of their 
land claims", said Mr. Faulkner. "It is my objective to involve the 
Northern Native people fully in this dialogue to determine the feasibility 
of establishing these wilderness areas and I will be giving special 
attention to their recommendations. In addition, I would like to have 
the areas managed, as much as possible, by the Native people. This could 
be by direct employment as Parks Canada staff, as well as through 
continuing consultation with respect to the planning, development and 


management of the wilderness areas." 
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Public discussions of potential national park reserves are 
an important step in Parks Canada's continuing effort to preserve 
Our matural heritage. The reserves would provide interim 
protection to these wilderness areas pending the possible establish- 
ment of new national wilderness parks in the North. 

The six proposals are part of Parks Canada's program to 
protect within the national parks system, natural areas of Canadian 
Significance that represent the diversity of Canada's natural heritage 
with its varied landforms, vegetation and wildlife. 

Public consultation on these wilderness areas will begin in 
February. Mr. Faulkner said, "I hope that all those who have an 
interest in the North will make their views known to me and to 
the people of Canada so that there can be a frank, public discussion 


of these proposed wilderness parks in the North. 
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BANKS ISLAND 


The proposed national park reserve on Banks Island which is located 483 km 
northeast of Inuvik, stands at the northern end of the island and includes a portion of 
the Thomsen River Basin, the Musk Ox River, and Mercy and Castel Bays. A southern 


component featuring Nelson Head is being considered. 


The lower Thomsen River basin is considered the most productive muskox range in the 
world. The majority of the 4,000 to 5,000 muskoxen on the island are concentrated in 
this area. Arctic fox are numerous in the finest arctic fox range in Canada. Beluga 
whales have been reported off the coast of Castel and Mercy Bays, and ringed and 
bearded seals are present. The area is used by the Banks Island caribou herds in late 


summer and fall. 


The lower stretches of the river are a significant moulting and staging area for 
brant and snow geese. A designated Migratory Bird Sanctuary, the area is also the 


breeding ground for the peregrine falcon, gyrfalcon, and rough legged hawk. 


The proposed park reserve consists of three topographical units: a deeply 
dissected plateau of Devonian age to the east, the Thomsen River Valley lowlands in the 


centre and to the west a dissected upland of Cretaceous age. 


In 1820, an expedition led by arctic explorer Sir William Edward Parry was the 


first European to sight and name Banks Island. 


Archaeological evidence unearthed near the confluence of the Thomsen and Musk 
Ox River indicate that the island has been intermittently occupied by Inuit for more 


than 3,000 years. 


WAGER BAY 
Wager Bay is the site of a proposed national park reserve on the northwest side of 


Hudson Bay in the Northwest Territories. 


The area is unusual for its diversity of arctic land and sea mammals, some of 
which remain in the immediate vicinity year round. The local caribou herd is frequently 
seen grazing the hills alongside the bay, and polar bears are often found swimming in its 


waters. 


The landscape of Wager Bay is characteristic of the Canadian Shield. The 
reversing falls between Wager Bay and Ford Lake is one of only three such phenomena 
in Canada. The reversing falls and a tidal bore at the mouth of the bay create polynias, 


areas free from ice year-round. 


The waters of the bay are frequented by the beluga whale and narwhai, as well as 
ringed, bearded and ranger seals. Historical records indicate the area was at one time 
home to both the muskoxen and bowhead whale. The establishment of a national park 
reserve would facilitate the reintroduction of this species to its former habitat, and 


provide much needed protection while they regain their former abundance. 


Current wildlife surveys indicate that Wager Bay may be one of the Arctic's most 


productive areas for peregrine falcons, gyrfalcons and rough-legged hawks. 


The history of the Inuit people of Wager Bay is believed to date back more than 
4,000 years. No extensive archaeological research has been undertaken but a number of 
prehistoric and historic stone sites have been identified. The Inuit name for the Bay is 


Utkusiksalik. 


NORTHERN YUKON TERRITORY 


Situated in the northern Yukon Territory this proposed national park reserve 
encompasses the entire Firth River and its watershed, the Babbage River, the Old Crow 
Flats, the British Mountains, the Yukon Coast, Herschel Island and a marine component 


in the Beaufort Sea. 


The area is a superlative wildlife habitat. North America's three bear species, the 
grizzly, the black bear and the endangered polar bear are all found within the proposed 
boundaries. The area is considered to be among the finest raptor habitats in the Arctic, 
with the Golden eagle, rough-legged hawk, bald eagle, osprey, gyrfalcon and peregrine 


falcon present. Moose, Dall's sheep and wolves are also found. 


The Old Crow Flats, a level basin rimmed by mountains and dotted by hundreds of 
lakes, is a major North American waterfowl! area as well as an important migration 
route for the Porcupine herd of barren-ground caribou. Each spring this herd, with 
numbers ranging between 70,000 and 140,000 animals, migrates from its wintering range 


in the Yukon interior to its calving area in the Northern Yukon and Alaska. 


In spring bowhead and beluga whales migrate into the Beaufort Sea from the north 


Pacific. The bowhead whale, once near extinction, is occasionally sighted. 


Herschel Island, the Yukon's only island, is of considerable biological interest. 
More than 100 plant species have been collected and at least 17 major plant 
communities are present. The island is thought to have been created by the force of 


glacial ice, which gouged marine sediments from the sea. 


Protected by a surrounding rim of mountains from the ice which changed the 


topography of much of North America during the ice ages, the area is the only extensive 


non-glaciated landscape in Canada. It is perhaps the only area in Canada where arctic 


tundra, alpine tundra and boreal! forest can be observed in their natural condition in the 


same location. 


The area was a refuge for flora and fauna during glaciation, and has 
archaeological and palaeontological evidence of international significance. In 1976, an 
archaeological dig unearthed what is believed to be one of the oldest human remains 
ever discovered in the western hemisphere, and studies indicate that man was in this 
area more than 30,000 years ago. The area is also important for the study of prehistoric 
ecosystems. The site of Engigstciak on the Yukon Coastal Plain is considered to be one 


of the most important Inuit archaeological sites thus far discovered in the western 


Arctic. 


ELLESMERE ISLAND 


The proposed national park reserve, which comprises northern Ellesmere Island 
and a portion of Axel Heiberg Island, includes Cape Columbia (83° 07'N), Canada's most 
northerly point of land. The area is characterized by three major physiographic units - 
the Grant Land Mountains, the Lake Hazen Plateau on Ellesmere Island and Mokka Fiord 


Uplands on Axel Heiberg Island. 


The Grant Land Mountains consist of three ranges, one of which features Mount 
Barbeau 2,604 m, the highest peak in eastern North America. The Hazen Plateau is 
generally flat in appearance and consists of strongly folded sediments, a few streams 
and a few minor ice caps. The Mokka Fiord Uplands offer an extremely varied 


topography, ranging from a highly dissected highland area to a rolling coastal plain. 


Several hundred glaciers, varying in size from major trunk glaciers up to 40 
kilometres in length to simple glacier tongues, are located within the proposed area. 
Ice caps covering the mountains in northern Ellesmere Island are believed to be 
remnants of an ice cap which may have once covered the entire island. The area also 
features massive ice shelves which lie off the northern coast, and is the only place in 


the northern hemisphere where they occur. 


Despite a very severe environment, there are pockets of sheltered and well- 
watered areas where vegetation flourishes and animals thrive. Examples of these 
habitats are included in the proposed park reserve. Arctic hare thrive in large numbers 
both on the Ellesmere and Axel Heiberg Islands. Muskoxen, Peary caribou, polar wolves 
and Arctic fox can be found and about 30 species of birds are known to breed in the 


region. 


Lake Hazen, the world's largest lake north of the Arctic Circle, is one of the 


richest wildlife areas in the High Arctic. The proposed national park reserve would 


protect several examples of plant and animal communities remarkable for such a 


northerly latitude. 


Paleo Eskimos once followed migrating herds of muskoxen, on which they 
depended for food, from the Canadian Arctic to Greenland. A long stretch of this 
prehistoric route, called the Musk Ox Way, has been included in the proposed park 
reserve. Excavations in Peary Land in Greenland have unearthed a number of Eskimo 


sites which are more than 4,000 years old. 


During the late 19th century, three exploratory expeditions travelling through the 
area, stopped at Fort Conger, on the northeast coast of Ellesmere Island. This site was 
first used by Captain G.S. Nares and his crew in 1875 and was subsequently visited by 
Lieutenant A.W. Greely in 1881 and Lieutenant R.E. Peary in 1898. Fort Conger is a 
significant historical site worthy of preservation and has been included in the proposed 


national park reserve. 


BATHURST INLET 
| The proposed National Park reserve surrounding Bathurst Inlet, located in the 
Northwest Territories, is remarkable for its diverse and luxuriant vegetation which is 
able to thrive in sheltered locations along the Inlet. This vigorous vegetation provides 
habitat for large numbers of tundra mammals such as barren-ground caribou, muskox, 


Arctic fox, and Arctic hare; birdlife is also abundant. 


The inlet is a critical breeding ground for the peregrine falcon, a rare and 
endangered species. Recent estimates suggest that the area has the largest and 


healthiest population of peregrine falcon in the world. 


The Bathurst Caribou herd, numbering about two hundred thousand, is the largest 
herd in Canada. Each spring the caribou pass through the southern end of the inlet on 


their way to calving grounds located on the uplands east of the Inlet. 


The proposed park reserve also contains two other critical wildlife habitats: the 
muskox range and the staging grounds for migratory waterfowl. The muskoxen were 
once abundant around the inlet, especially in the northeast where they are now very 
scarce. Elsewhere the population is recovering and it is estimated that there are four 
to five-hundred muskoxen in the area. About fifty species of birds frequent the inlet 
which is an important staging area for Canada geese, snow geese and white-fronted 
geese. The inlet is also one of the few places in the Arctic where the rare northern 


wolffish is known to occur. 


In addition to being an outstanding habitat for wildlife, the inlet also offers 
spectacular scenery. Awesome gorges, rapids and waterfalls border the inlet and there 
are innumerable lakes and streams sprinkled throughout the area. Wilberforce Falls 
48,77 m is thought to be the highest falls in the world north of the Arctic Circle. Other 


major waterfalls and islands with impressive scenic features are located in the area. 


The first European explorers found Bathurst inlet inhabited by the Copper 
Eskimos, a loose association of local groups. Two groups known to frequent the inlet in 
the spring were the Umingmaktormuit, "people of the muskox," and the Kiluhuktormuit, 
"people of Bathurst Inlet". Although there has not been an extensive archaeological 
study done on the Iniet, many sites and artifacts have been found including stone blinds, 
tent rings and fishing weirs. Banks Peninsula, for example, has many signs of more ~ 
permanent human occupancy which can be further studied and may reveal the lifestyles 


of the original inhabitants. 


PINGOS OF TUKTOYAKTUK 


The proposed pingo national landmark area is located 2,200 km northwest of 
Edmonton, Alberta and 6 km south-southwest of the village of Tuktoyaktuk in the 


Northwest Territories. The area contains Ibyuk Hill, the largest pingo in Canada. 


Pingos are low hills that protrude conspicuously from the rolling, lake-dotted 
tundra of the Tuktoyatuk Peninsula. Containing massive ice cores, pingos are one of 
nature's most curious phenomena. AQ striking aspect is their life cycle which is 
relatively short in geologic terms. Pingos form in lake beds in areas of permafrost when 
the thermal! regime of lakes is altered by natural processes. They grow to maturity over 
several thousands of years and decay eventually when pingo summits are ruptured and 
their ice core melts due to exposure to the sun. They are important habitat for Arctic 
fox and other mammals which choose the hills for their dens and also birds which make 


use of them as well. 


Some pingos are dome shaped, others flat topped or elongated. Some resemble 
volcanoes, complete with craters and water lakes. Numbering well over 1,000 in the 
Canadian North, pingos are located almost entirely in the Tuktoyatuk Peninsula. It is 


thought to be the largest concentration in the world. 


The creation of a pingo national landmark would be the first national landmark in 
Canada. With the introduction of its National Landmark program, Parks Canada plans 
to preserve outstanding natural features that warrant recognition but which are either 


too small, fragile or limited in their range to qualify as national parks. 


Due to its extreme fragility, and great scientific and interpretive values, the 


pingo area is a suitable candidate to become Parks Canada's first National Landmark. 
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